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Analyzing learner corpus data with GOLD:
The use of the aspectual marker le ( f) in L2 Chinese writing

Language teachers can create, query, and analyze corpora of language samples produced by their
students using the tools available in GOLD*. In this document, we illustrate how GOLD can be

used to examine L2 Chinese learners’ use of the perfective aspectual marker le (1) in writing.

I. Overall frequency

Querying for the overall frequency of a particular linguistic structure in a corpus is
straightforward in GOLD. After selecting the corpus to search, one simply enters the keyword in
question. As is shown in the figure below, our search for the perfective marker le (1) returns 95
instances in 32 documents.

Results:
Showing 95 results of 95 in 32 documents

# Concordance:

View:
1 TIRFF! "EILR2 BB EENER (7 - BEARE A, R, THE View
2 HEEmRTINO, #ifErz 7 . $XESX, "HHEBEZA%X, TEFTF! View
3 HArz T RE - BRHLREREZ 7 IO, HiEEZT. 4X&F View
4 R, e B2 . ROz T k2. aXBRERT/IO, View
5 E#HIL. PLILHEARZARE 7 RET - TIEBLERB-HR Minser
8 - BILLBEARZERE TRE ¢ T

I1. Frequency of use by a focal learner
It is possible to zero in on a particular student. In order to do that, we need to expand the query to
include the relevant meta-information. For example, when we specify the search condition that

Student Number equals S1, the search for le (17) returns 4 instances in 2 documents produced by
S1.
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Results:

Showing 4 results of 4 in 2 documents

# Concordance: View:
1 MEE. HEBEELT=TE8 7 - BMECE B P mmig. View
2 REMAFMNEE. BEBEE 7T =207 - HINNERLF M PX View
3 NARTLE @ MmE B8 FEnNE 7 - MREFREE, BILSETINE View
4 BB Edmiek. #E 7 LA GTLE 50 R 2SR EE A NE View

I11. Longitudinal development

If the corpus contains samples produced by students at different time points, it is possible to
examine the learners’ longitudinal development. For example, the L2 Chinese Written Corpus
contains essay written at three time points, i.e., 09/2009, 10/2009, and 11/2009. Now to examine
longitudinal development of S4, we can specify 1) the keyword — le (1), and 2) the focal student
— 5S4, and 3) a temporal reference — one of the three time points, for each query and then repeat
the search with each of the other time points.

09/2009
Results:
Showing 6 results of 6 in 2 documents
# Concordance: View:
1 s EHTSHMEE, BALPEK T o HEFZFSERE. T, View
2 —EREA. EBTRROSER. d 7 ZTHRT, MR D IFES B HOR View
3 E. BXFAMRFNMOHEET 7 T H=FR%E. EBHER View
4  BEL. ERXBERERE F - BEEHREONE . BEEENEF View
5 THEERAFAT=TRE T - —EHRT, L. & View
6 TREFWB BREZEREAFEE T 2R ET . YIHRE. View
10/2009
Results:
Showing 10 results of 10 in 1 documents
# Concordance: View:
1 TIFF! "RILXZBHEEENEN 7 . BWARE A, RA, 2HE View
2 EMIL . ZIEBEARZARSE 7 RAT - ZILGEBILEER 5 R View
3 - RILEBBEZHERE TRA T - ZILEBILEEBE-HFR. B View
4 - MILEARILBLEE . 2HE T IEE - View
5 HBEEwRTNA, HER 7T . 4XE&x, "HHEELHE, THFF! View
6 HM#MrzTRE . BAHRER 7 /lO, HEET. +XE View
7 s WILMES —XRL—F % T . TRz 88 0 EEEHT 28 View
8 AE. EAER=HMBEEREL 7T H. SRIHREM —ELEZ R View
9 Rz, EEREL . HilsE 7T RE . BRHEEETIO, View
10 - SR OE MEHE, DESMAM 7T —SEFE. RS -FHk— View



Center for Advanced Language Proficiency Education and Research

11/2009

Results:
Showing 7 results of 7 in 2 documents
# Concordance:

View:
1 HE LA EBRBPE. HLARET T - f = A United Airines fi 48] £ bR - View
2 s MEBFBNSEHMR, KFFE 7 - TARENEEZTHE - 56O 8HE View
3 tE-E 7. HEDPEYahoo £ E [ - LB HWRIRE E Zm AR View
4 BEMEMINE . B EE-F 7 - H7ETPEYahoo EE T - LAE View
5 - R AEE MR EERLUENGSE T - —R/E-HIAHES O View
6 HE—HAPPESMIES T . View
7 METFR IR ¢ Z@E= 3 il T - KOEE BALF . KOEE i 3 F& View

IV. Qualitative analysis of erroneous use of le
For each file in the learner corpus, GOLD allows the user to examine, or “view” the content of
the file, as well as any meta-data encoded.

[xIClose
Metadata
Character: Simplified Essay number: 150
Semester: 3 Student number: 59
Time: 10/2009 title: 003150E6 S 59

Topic: A thank you email

Contents

W RS —TEEES . BIEBR SN, 1AL R #0530 EE afwk
B . BiAERZIL - #EBERFEE . BEM T - AL (R AL, B O BHE - 34
EHNFETEAA . FERNEES T AWM AART . HMEFRINTAFRR T -
HoBHE—SH—FFT7. IZFENEEHE B EE - kX B L OEHE, FNE S
HFFET. HEREENNCE. IEHARE R E . BEER 2 EE = . & R
MEHAREBESENADN TN . BASKFALHELS . HEHsRE . B

a

To identify erroneous uses, we first searched for le (1), and then manually examined the
concordance lines to identify incorrect uses. Two examples of erroneous uses are given below.

(1) dEmfREE. RERT .
shui guyong biaoyanze, wo xihuan le
who hire  performer, 1SG like PRF
“Who hired the performer? I like (it).”
(S9, 10/2010)
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(2)  BOYLLHT AR 7RI
yinwei yigian wo xiang le cheng lvshi
because before 1SG want PRF become lawyer
“Because | wanted to be a lawyer before”

(S3, 11/2009)

In both (1) and (2), le is unnecessary. In (1), the student was expressing her appreciation for the
birthday party her friends organized for her. It is grammatically incorrect to use the perfective

marker le immediately after the verb =Xk “like”, which denotes a mental state.

In (2), the student was describing his career plan in the past. In Chinese, the notion of past tense
is realized through lexical words, in this case, yigian “before”. The perfective le is unnecessary
because this sentence does not indicate that his past career plan has been fulfilled.

*The Graphic Online Language Diagnostic (GOLD) is a web-based easy-to use assessment
instrument. It enables language teachers to create their own corpora from their students' spoken
and written performance and to analyze and benchmark student performance. It also allows
teachers to trace the development of individual students or groups of students over time.

GOLD was developed by CALPER faculty and staff. It is funded by a grant from the U.S.
Department of Education (Title VI, P229A060003 and P229A020010) to the Center for
Advanced Language Proficiency Education and Research and through support from the Center
for Language Acquisition at Penn State. Its use is free to language educators, but registration is
required. URL.: http://gold.gwserverl.net
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