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C. Analyzing Modal Particle Usage
Worksheet 2: Analyzing Modal Particles in Context: ja

I. Read through the following examples of the use of the modal particle ja. These lines (called
concordance lines) were automatically extracted from the email and chat exchanges between
native speakers of German and their American partners. The center of each line is the modal
particle ja which is surrounded by the text that appeared before and after the use of ja.
NOTE: The notation ja1 distinguishes the modal particle ja from its homonyms which are tagged
as ja2.

Now answer the following questions about the MP ja and its position in the sentence:
1. Underline the subject in each sentence containing ja. What is the lexical category (part of
speech) of the subject?
a) in lines 19, 24, 26? ________________________
b) in all other lines? ________________________
2. In what sentence type does ja occur (declaratives, imperatives, questions)?
3. In what lines does ja immediately follow
a) the subject? Lines __________________________
b) the finite verb? Lines _______________________
4. What is the word order in these clauses?
a) ________________________________________
b) ________________________________________
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5. Can you formulate a rule for the syntactic position of the modal particle ja based on your
observations from questions 3 and 4?
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________

6. Now consider lines 15, 22, 23, 26. The modal particle position in these lines may
contradict the pattern you have come up with. Can you fine-tune your rule based on these
examples?
________________________________________________________________

II. In the following concordance lines, all sentences containing the modal particle ja follow the
same pattern.

1. Can you complete this pattern:
______ + ______ + ja + Attribute
2. What function does this pattern perform in a conversation?
__________________________________________________________________
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