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Zaocheng / Xingcheng

Learners often find it difficult to tell the difference between Mandarin Chinese words and phrases that are similar in meaning. An
example of this is the pair of verbs zaocheng (£ /%) and xingcheng (/£/), which share the meanings of ‘cause’, ‘lead to’, or ‘bring
about’. Look at the two sets of concordance lines (with word boundaries marked) taken from UCLA Corpus of Written Chinese and
see if you can work out the rule.

See Concordances on the next page

Answer:

As we can see, zaocheng and xingcheng are similar in word structure (sharing the cheng ‘attainment’ component) and meaning, but
when they are compared in terms of both syntax and semantics in actual context, the differences are rather obvious. Semantically,
zaocheng is overwhelmingly negative, and shows such a strongly negative preference that even an apparently neutral result may
become negative, while xingcheng collocates perfectly well with positive results. Also, while zaocheng involves more human effort,
xingcheng refers to a result coming as a natural course. Finally, syntactically, xingcheng can function as an intransitive verb, appearing
at the end of a sentence whereas zaocheng can not.
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zaocheng
1 R T (=1 S S I e A I | R £
2 B AN &5 B I Bk &5 eA |tk | B WX, REE o2 ARZM K .
3 M A B AER W, | dE | R MY Ak i A B, B EET TP
4 A = Rl AL |k | 83 .
5 flfl # 7 A M, B dbnt, Bl | ik | A TR .
6 FEC A 30 A DUE LR RAE O ERE ", [ IE [ 2000 )7 bl RH OB
7 W R UK RR . H o A @5 | ik | 1 E .
8 £ HE A T, XA BT B8 7 AR AR | adEak | B ORIN s 2 JEE EE 1)
9 LAY i S S A < =N = B 1
10 Koy | | Bl A B
xingcheng
1 PRAT 2 HAH Rl l-ﬂﬁ Bosr . Bl aitE | R | — I R !
2 B B 8RR R | PR | .
3 7 RE K RKE X, B2 R | Pk | FEZE W FTAEN Sk
4 = 4ot B, [EE E HuEk W RV R &t | Pk | T Ed SRR WO .
5 BT N B sk A sE RIE . # R | P
H R W

6 TR BUN NOAE B . IR . BOR & Uil a Ul | ek | B3 OKE W BE .

WE ) R, 2
7 Sl o BE R B AT, ART R I 0| P
8 BN N BT R K A B ESC | Pk
9 HT A T, &0 8| P T%U%Km%%wﬁ’]?f
10 = AW ENX RE W | P




