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a Tbl YTO?

This CALPERLEX is intended to help you with a Russian interjection used frequently in conversation. The following concordance
lines are based on a search for the phrase A Tbl YTO in the spoken subcorpus of the Russian National Corpus
(http://ruscorpora.ru/), which includes film, private speech, and public speech texts. This phrase occurred 331 times, or 32.7 times
per million words.

Exercise 1. Look at the lines and see if you can figure out the various functions of this interjection. What emotion(s) might it
express? What role(s) does it play in conversation?

1 [Ne 2, xeH, 21]* U oH Hayan roBopuTb / 4TO oW / [Ne 1, xeH, 42] la Tbl  3TO BOT TaK OH ckasan?
a BCe Takne poOMaHTUKW... Xa-xa-xa... yT0?

2  [Wpa] Tonbko S BbiWNa U3 MaLUHbI U MPSMO Ha [Pas] Oa Tbl ut0?! YT0 xe Tbl Tak HeaKKypaTHO.
pPOBHOM MecCTe ynana.

3  [KeHwwuHa2, xxeH, 40] MoxeT / Bam KBapTUpy [PKeHwwmHa1, xeH, 40] BoTt ecnu 6bl 51 Obina MyHMUMnanka / Toraa noBesno
nobonblie gagyT? [a Tbl uTO!? Obl / a 1 B KoonepaTtumBe / XOTb LUECTEPLIX poxan /

Tak 1 OCTaHeLbCsi B OAHOKOMHATHOW.
4  —[[eBo4yka-nogpoCTOK, Nepen yxoqom us gomaj [Mama] da Tl yTO! Xonog cobaunin! Bosbmu ob6s3aTensHo.

Mawm / 9 He oaeHy KypTKy / >KapkKo.
5 [BaneHTtuHa, xeH, 43] U rae ToI? [KOns, xeH, 18] [BaneHTuHa, xeH, 43] [KOns, xeH, 18] [a! [BaneHTuHa, XeH, 43] AcHo.
A B yHuBepe. A wac noeay k Tebe. Oa Tl yTO!
6 [AHacTtacus, xeH] KTo oH? [UpuHa, xeH] Makc [AHacTacus, xeH] Na Bbl e gpyr gpyra He nepeHocunun? [MpuHa, xeH]
Tbl YTO? OT HeHaBucTM go nobsun oaunH wwar!
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[Ne 1, xeH, 19] BoT KoLuka yKycuna xvpypra 3a
naney / Hy cnoHTaHHo. [Ne 2, xeH, 20] A 4yto Tam?
[Ne 1, >xeH, 19] Mblwyamm gepranacb / NpoTKHyNa
nanew 4yyBaky...

[Onecs, xeH, 18] A cama ygmeunachk / 3BOHUT U
rOBOPUT / YTO TONbLKO YTO YenoBeka coun Ha
MalluHe.

[Oawa, xeH, 18] Ay Tebs kakon pasmep? [AneHa,
XeH, 20] Copok aBa.

[PuTa, xeH] Cnywan / roBopaT y JleHkn maTb
ymepna.

[Cobecennnua, xeH] byay Tebsi ¢ HeTepneHnem

Xaatb
[CTyneHT2, xeH, 19] Y meHs BoT 3y6 6onuT.

[Ne 2, xeH, 20] da Tbl
yro!

[TaHs, xeH, 21] Oa
Tbl YTO

[Qawa, xeH, 18] [Ha
Thl YTO?

[FOns, xeH] [a Thbl
yTO!

[WMHpopmaHT, »keH]
[a Tbl yTO?!
[CTtyneHT1, XeH, 22]
[a Tbl uTO?

[Ne 1, xeH, 19] a / Hy MOXXHO 1 TpaBMy NOMy4YUTb.

/ kak? [Onecs, xeH, 18] Exan cnokonHo ¢ gpyrom u
BAPYr Ha gopory BblberaeT NbAHbIN MYXWK / OH ero
He 3ameTun / cTan TopMo3nTb / U MaLUnHy
pa3BepHyno.

[AneHa, xeH, 20] [a/ a BoobLie noxyaena.

Korpa?
[CobecenHunua, xeH] byay xxaaTb Korga Tl

npuaeLlb
3y6bI?

*Brackets contain available information on the speaker’s name/label/description, followed by gender (ken = female, myx = male) and age

Exercise 2. Read the following descriptions of the functions of ga Tbl 4to. Then explain how this phrase is used in the
concordance lines above.

to express strong surprise at something someone has said
(=63% of occurrences in the private conversation subcorpus)

It can stand alone, or it can be followed by a confirmation check. It can also be followed by a question, in order to
get more information. Sometimes the speaker gives an explanation for his/her surprise. It can also be used
ironically, when responding to something that is not very surprising.

to reject what someone has said to you
(#24% of occurrences in the private conversation subcorpus)

In this use, the phrase is followed by a rebuttal.




Answers to Exercise 2
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surprise
surprise
rejection
rejection
surprise (ironic)
rejection
surprise
surprise
surprise
surprise
surprise (ironic)
surprise




