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Yx Tbl!

This CALPERLEX is intended to help you with a Russian interjection used frequently in conversation. The following concordance
lines are based on a search for the phrase ¥YX Thl in the spoken subcorpus of the Russian National Corpus (http://ruscorpora.ru/),
which includes film, private speech, and public speech texts. This phrase occurred 315 times, or 31.1 times per million words.

Exercise 1. Look at the lines and see if you can figure out the various functions of this interjection. What emotion(s) might it
express? What role(s) does it play in conversation?

1 [Ne 2, xeH, 19]* A c HUM BooOLLE cenyac He YX Tbi! [Ne 2, xeH, 19] a. A c Tobon gaxe yawe /
obwatock. A ¢ HUM nomMupuNacb MUHYT NSATb HaBepHoe / 00LalChb / YeM C HUM.
Hasag / ga v 1o / gymato / HeHagonro. A X ero
BMOena B NocriegHun pas ToNbKO Heaento Hasag,.
[Ne 1, xeH, 19] Aa?!

2  [Xosanka, xeH, 62] MoxHo Ha Tpybky nepe...? [MacTep, myx] Yx Tl [Xo3siika, xeH, 62] Yé? [MacTep, myx] bonblie
HeTy ONUHbI?
3 [Mama] Hy n kak npownu copeBHoBaHna? [Aptem, [Mama] Yx TblI! XopoLwuo! B npoLunbii pa3 BCEro ogHy.
MyX, 12] Oa Huyero! Beirpan gse naptum ns
yeTblpex.
4 [Ne 1, xeH, 18] bnvH / Hy BOT HOBbIE canoru [Ne 2, xeH, 18] Yx Tbl  / npukonbHble. e nokynana?
ncnaykana yxe.
5  [CTtunucT, xeH, 25] Ho mHe / rnaBHoe / eLle [OeByLuka, >keH, 19] / Takoe ecTb B npupoge? Hapo 6yget

BTHOXMBAra AUCK ¢ necHamun Kagxon. YX Thl NONHTEPECOBATLCA
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[CepoB, myx, 40] Ho nx 6110 MHoro / Luenas
Takas 3gopoBas 6aHka

[’K1, »xeH, 70] npoagyktan s1 BO3bMy / a peLenThl
BO3bMM Tbl / T€... Thbl )X€ paHbLLE MEHS
npuxoauib / ngéwb Mumo // [cmex]

[CTtyneHT, Mmyx, 19] Y MeHst COpeBHOBaHUS eLle
cerogHs. [CtyoeHTKaz2, xeH, 18] Kakue
copeBHoBaHUA? [CTygeHT, Myx, 19] LaxmaTHbin
yemnuoHaTt Ynly.

[Ne 2, xeH] Jlary cnaTb nopaHbLue! Ypal [Ne 1,
XeH] M Bo ckornbko 370 / uHTepecHo? [Ne 2, xeH]
Hy... He 3Halo... Yacukos B 8.

[HuHa, xeHn, 19] A uto y Tebsa B nakeTe? [HacTs,
XeH, 7] 910 MHe mama oduc gnst bapobu kynmna!
[Ne 1, xeH, 18] Hy / aT0 OH... OgHumM cnosom /
«BnactenuH Koneuy»! [Ne 2, xxeH, 18] A yto aTo
Takoe? [Ne 1, xeH, 18] A aTo Toxe «BnactenuH
Koneu» / HO TONMbKO B KOMUKCaX.

[CokonoBa, xeH, 77] Ho oH B 3TOT pa3 Ham

cbpocun / MHOro o4YeHb 3axuranok-1o. Hy ato BoT

Ha OWH HaLl JOM / COPOK LUTYK.

[B., »keH] YX Tbl!

[obpawaemcs k
Kkomy] yX Tbl

[CTyoeHTKaZ2, xeH,
18] YX Tbil

[Ne 1, xeH] Yx Tbi!

[HuHa, xeH, 19] ¥Yx
Thbl!
[Ne 2, xeH, 18] Yx Tbl!

[B., »eH] YX Tbi!

[Cepos, myx, 40] Tam 6binn 1 / onanbl
©naropogHble / n-un n duptosa / manaxmt / awma /
Kopannbl 6binm / kopannbl OTKyAa-TO NPUBE3EHHbIE
/ Ha Ypane nx ectecTBEHHO HET / Obinn 4To ewe?
mon cnagkun /  [U35, myx, 70] Tak/ Obimka /
JaBal gaBan / a1 Tebs

/ aa Tbl WwaxmaTtuct! Xopowo urpaewb? [CTyAeEHT,
Myx, 19] MNMnoxo.

Ho Tbl He 3abbiBan / YTO HaM Ha 3aBTpa eLLE no
CBSA35IM NOnHO Aenatb. Hy / no opraHnsauusam
Hawmm. [Ne 2, xeH] ToyHo!

Kakasi oHa monoged. Tenepb 6yaelb urpatb?

Kak 3gopoBo! [Ne 1, xeH, 18] [la / MHe TOXe
HpaBuTCA / KpacuBo.

[CokonoBa, xeH, 77] Oa.

*Brackets contain available information on the speaker’s name/label/description, followed by gender (>xeH = female, myxx = male) and age

Exercise 2. Read the following descriptions of the functions of yx Tbl. Then explain how this phrase is used in the
concordance lines above.

to express approval of someone or something
(#45% of occurrences in the private conversation subcorpus)

It is usually followed by a compliment. It can also be used ironically.




to respond to something surprising and/or impressive
(#38% of occurrences in the private conversation subcorpus)

It can be used alone or it can be followed by a question seeking further information or confirmation.

to introduce a new topic that is surprising
(#10% of occurrences in the private conversation subcorpus)

to address someone affectionately
(=7% of occurrences in the private conversation subcorpus)

In this situation, yx Tbl is immediately followed by an endearing adjective.




Answers to Exercise 2
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response - surprising
topic introduction
approval

approval

response - surprising
response - impressive
affectionate address
response - surprising/impressive
response - surprising
approval

approval

response - impressive




