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TO THE STUDENT

Metaphor is recognized as a fundamental cognitive ability that we think and live by and is
no longer considered “a matter of extraordinary rather than ordinary language” as George
Lakoff stated some decades ago. The metaphors “we live by,” as he says, are our conceptual
metaphors and they are so deeply rooted in our thinking and action that some of them have
become conventionalized conceptual structures that play a central role in our culture.

Metaphors are created and used to help us understand and talk about new and usually
abstract and/or vague concepts. We do this by connecting what we perceive to be features of
the abstract or vague concept to features of a concept that we already know and understand
quite well. This typically involves something concrete that we, and other members of

our culture, have experienced on a regular basis. Technically, the concept that we try to
understand is referred to as the “target” domain and the concept that we connect this to in
order to achieve understanding is referred to as the “source” domain.

For example, emotions such as anger, hate, love, sadness, etc. are not so easily defined when
compared to concrete objects such as chair or dog. Instead of defining abstract phenomena
like emotions, we create metaphors to understand and talk about them. Anglo culture and
English speakers, for instance, have used several source domains in generating metaphors to
think and talk about anger. “Liquid in a container” is one of those sources. Think of water that
is heated in a pan on top of a stove. Eventually, the water begins to boil and we can see steam
rising from the pan. In English, we have expressions like “He is boiling mad” or “She is so
angry steam is coming out of her ears.” We not only talk about anger in this way, but we think
about and even experience it as similar to boiling liquid.

Both in Korean and in English, we often describe people in terms of features or qualities of
“animals”. There are quite a few metaphors with the source domain “animals” in Korean. Some
are very similar to English ones, some are not similar, and others do not exist in English at

all. For instance, in English “a night owl” is a “person who enjoys staying up at night,” so the
Merriam-Webster Dictionary tells us. It could also be a “person who keeps late hours at night”.
“Night owl” in reference to “people,” thus the metaphor, appeared first in the English language
in 1845. Korean and English share the meaning of the metaphor. They render it slightly
differently linguistically — in English we must use “a night owl” to capture the metaphoric
meaning, in Korean we use only “owl” to capture the metaphoric meaning.

We also very often make reference to color when we use metaphors in everyday language. “To
feel blue” in English means “to feel sad or depressed.” “Black money” means “illegally obtained
income” and is based on the cultural belief that black is associated with evil intention. Both
English and Korean share the metaphorical meaning of “black money.”

The exercises in this workbook are intended to raise your awareness about metaphors in
Korean, to help you see conceptual differences between English and Korean, and to help

you learn new expressions. Once you worked through the exercises, we encourage you to go
beyond formal exercises and examine authentic journalistic and other texts and identify the
metaphors used in them. When you do, you will notice that we are surrounded by metaphors
in everyday language.

Gabriela Appel and James P. Lantolf



Animals

1. What are the Korean words for the animals in the pictures? Label each picture with a
word from the list below.

7H ’ EHZ' s%%'ll- ) —+— ’ gjl.l;al !%AH ) %Hgol !%EH !%O-I

English Korean

loyal, friendly rambunctious,
subservient betrayer
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English Korean

AN

2. Work with a partner. What are some qualities and characteristics that you associate
with the animals in Exercise 1? Write down your associations in English - or Korean if
you know them - in the boxes above. Are there any differences or similarities between
the two languages? Discuss your answers with your partner.

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018 2



3. Match the expressions in column A with their meaning in column B. Based on the

meaning of each expression, hypothesize which characteristics and qualities may be

associated with these animals in Korean culture.

Column A Column B

1) =H0] A) EAMESSHER] Zot 2L AR

2) &2 B) O{Ato|A &3St O0tgE 22 dAt

3) HHZ C) Al SSeHARE

4) As D) 7[AHH0| ZA| 511 Ats: UO{HE|= AR

5) EHA| E) BT 5h= U QU0| AL= ARE

6) = F) DO|ZESIAL HS0| =2 AR

7) EH G) of=210| WEsty Fofot oAt

8) =M H) Ho| TS SAI %1 B2 WS5h= A

9) FM+e ) 7HQI2| 0|52 floll Z27|H EHEtE0IM HE
10) 0iR 1| E5]= At

) 7I20| Ml BA5] Lot= A

4. In the following three passages, your friend is telling you a story. Choose the most
appropriate response to the story.

1) I0at= AR SA S 57| 0 HARSHAH H2ehAM JAohs 2 e oL, ofEAH 1A
7tset A= RE2AA|T 2250|020 'H2HS0| of|0{LtE 4= Gl DHH0| AN 2 A
Z+ot
= .

A) 1 0zF-S044.
B) 1 O4At =021l
C) 1 4R} Ofm|HH].
D) I o4} d7H+EY|.

2) FEOMM=tah =0t HOoH O] 9. oAl = =2 YA Mo| Ot =R, A28
A2 L2 E B2 = Hiof| Aol s

A) 1 OFA{M| FHRHLILI LY,
B) 1 OFAM| 7HIAH gL,
C) 1 OFAM| 7HZHAl SHafpLY,
D) 1 ORMM| 742 Hal=TLt,

3) 2 MU 2| MHHS 0| GX 1 HASS e Ao Cotd =L, 52 AAfIA]
2EGH Ol20l= SctEA FRFAIEE Sk YA & F0{ AA.

A) MM EAY),

B) 1AM Zstoly

C) AL o] w2l SOy,

D) 1M IL0|of &Lt S0FR|L.

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018
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5. Complete the sentences using the Korean expressions listed.

29, j241, O] i, 8%, 520| Mad

s 1Tl oo
M7ts, 710t 27|, ARR|ZE, e, @4 1
1) omuFHS oA FshA == CF A MO,
2) Mg UM EO=ASUCI__ HRiCh
3) AR¥EOIFolE= (2) 2 ZAISHL UM 0] BfolLt.
4 21 2(5) PEE 2EH 2tk
5) — (S)EHAUSAl M SFS LSS T L= i AlRE TR0
6) Ao o=t e (OIJ'—P
7) OfHHIetALZER=_ (O])2f 2 MO 0| A| UL
8) ZISl= g LB LOLIM Lot=L, S A=A L= A E2 2 EH
OI7t HL}.
9) doi=____ A Lot 85| 20{M BOE S5 ZELL
10) S0| RF HHHSH=HIE CH20l= 2= 1 A1 2iS AHEst 2 B, 20| = 32

(oDch

6. Read the conversations and fill in the blanks using the expressions from the list.
Discuss your answers with a partner.

702|201, 25, 012
St kel NE, BE

o o
O
0F
o

Conversation 1.
A) UW7F At E4E ofC|Ct ZEHER.

B) @Ot 022 AE {0 =2 REot2.
A) Q DRUSILE ZMSHOL AIZO2H A O] 2&HTH0f| M20] Zt2{Li7t 21454 B
B) 1T wE|ELHL

Conversation 2.
A) OfA| SHOAM Tt ZR7HLY JFINE HSE S0 EEHE .

B) OF ZUt? OF, Ofth 1 \tAf= M2 OF. ZAl3.

A) L___ OOk JEA =5t HASHA| 4Tt

B) JZECtou7p A =55t wESH QRO e ZA5Y.

Conversation 3.

A) Ol OhLU=oA A = HOCtS AHL? A& 2 A0} Ofit
= “l—E-_*Of”*" 2 7{0F?

B) Of, &0} XE83| &3 AlIUSH= Ol BI5H &|&0t2. A& = 7ol 2.

A) 7~1—|—1“, ot&t AoV} 5t= & B 22t SH=tLt.

B) &0 | 2Tksie.
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7. Look through Exercises 1 through 6 and compile a list of the metaphoric expressions.

You have probably noticed that the expressions have different associations — some
are more positive, some are neutral and some are negative. Arrange the expressions
according to their associations in the three boxes below. You can also search for
additional expressions (animals) in the dictionary and organize those according to
their positive, neutral, or negative associations.

Positive Neutral Negative

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018 5



8. Read the lyrics of the Korean pop song ‘7|Ct2{ Ll (Wait, you wolf).” What qualities
of the wolf do you think the lyrics convey? Discuss them with other students. Then
create a possible conceptual metaphor associated with the wolf described in the song.

Z2|ol - 7|cke] S

7LI| =82 =2 LIS HIZtEZ| 2O

HIZ[E e OFF =7 @l= Lol Ohs 20t

SHA|Zh Lt =2t LA0f| CHE LHE
ZEZ|0FEHHEA| =2t

OfA3 43¢ Lioj A= O3
230+ B2 41 7|k
2 CRYAR 0 o B2 2y

4
5ot &4 oy AH =4

Ofl~ 2~ 2~

JZA O F2 =42 = LIS 27t ZOt
Q] A|7{H £01Z0] WE0fl= Cf 20|17t
OfA|Zh Lt =2t LA0f| CHEF LHEY
ZEA|0HAHHER| Z2f

Of Aot ~2f LI0j| Al = 2t SoH
Z B0 BB 7|0t
5ok &2 LR A =20 = 22| =2t

20 (=7Z0]) 20 (=5F)
Happy Together
(LH OtE= E=0)

20 (H=2CH) 20 (Z2sH)
Happy Together

0LQ0}R
7|Ct2{ SCH

O} Ofo}~0}Q

7|Ct2{ Honey

[Singer: S2|9/]

What could be the conceptual metaphor?

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018 6



9. Metaphors in Discourse. Take a look at a recent issue of a Korean newspaper or
journal. Skim some of the stories and see whether metaphoric expressions with the
source “animal” occur. Then write down the sentences in which the animal metaphors
are used; you might want to record the surrounding context in which the metaphoric

expression is used also. Do not forget to examine the headlines. Compare your
findings with others.

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018 7



Colors

1. Write down expressions or sayings in English that involve colors. Try to come up with
as many as you can. Discuss which associations different colors have in English, for
example black may be associated with illicit activity (e.g., They sold the stolen goods
on the black market).

They sold the stolen goods on the illicit activity

black
ac black market

blue

gold

grey

pink

red

yellow

2. Certain colors can generate linguistic expressions that involve metaphors. Look at the
table which shows some of these expressions. Are there differences or similarities
between the English expressions you listed in Question 1 and those in Korean?
Discuss your ideas with a partner.

2474 74 A2 S, 2 =, 0| THEA EtLf, =20] AZ5ICt,
T | B0 A EILH =90 ARSI, M12=
ar dile, FE &, THEA 2, A3 =, AT
LETE I Kyt
== H'u'l-l_ [=]
&= =2 oy
S/ | A 22 3 oje
25 |28 o
£ MEZEAAE, 40|, il
=g =F0|, HRIO| L& 2ZO0| A ELf
=10f Z=0| SOHA|CH MHZIL0] SHOHAICE, S5HeF O, SHEA|
ol-O o
MLt

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018 8



3. Write an appropriate color for the following contexts, paying attention to

conjugations.

n %E':EH—I A H2[QU = OfA o] UKL

2) O|FA ™3 2ot W &0ll= —DIEH7F7IEFEI Us A EL
3) —OEIOH SICt HH ot =l SHE5}.

4) S0f|A A ZA ST, OHE*. o ____

5) ZPEH—P: Ofo]=0| &S EE 5 UA=E EAFAL.

4. Read the following words and phrases and explain the meaning.

1) Mo s

2) MEZHANE

3) =0 =FA =it
4) =M EA}

5) 7paks

6) == Hof
7) 20|

8) AZ&U

9) 24 ojay

5. Complete the sentences using the Korean expressions listed.

ZA|
24

—

Al =, 52

fol

’ k=3 )

1) O] AtR0| YEHCHs AAIS S 1k0]

2) OMTILIZ _ (O)Z HiZpEtM U 2ARI0f.

) S(8) woLp A 2l Feprks X

4) AAE|S QIZ#0/M L0 B2 AA0| (07t HHCE
5) _ 2(2) 219l AA5H00|SS £ 1)F &8H250| L.

6) O Al2lS =20l &= 22|V | S Stet &S

6. Below are the examples of color expressions used in context. Choose one sentence

that has an awkward color expression.

1) A3y
A) LIS Ul 3RS O SI-0IX 92D 317 1| 22 SUIS U7 28
B) ALt} 22| K0Pt Z{ZEA 20| 72 Ef
C) OIH| FORL =5t UBE M ALIEH=Y0| 22,
D) Ol 2AE R 2I0f? L{ 7jaf=0[op

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018
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2) Iofy/¥
A) Ltz otif= £E J50| AU, MleS AT 2L M2 A0
B) s 47 7[iA] E=0] HEA 20,
C) AMuf2t=0| LigH| BHl= 2 2Lt 7|71 4 RIC.
D) Ao Zt=Hl OFHLIZE AR ZE 2 M-S MAIE 2,

3) ot
A) W=ot UO| LT BHOMM MEIL0] MSHOHZ LY.
B) SHOFg LO| MEHD|IXF H0A S LA ML
C) Ol0|=2| otk Dt5S HiES| T, L 244} LEaLt.
D) FHASAHZ 27 LIA L20| SlofZCE

i
"
o

7. The terms below have different metaphorical meanings — some are more positive,
some are neutral and some are negative. Just as in the unit on “animal metaphors”,
arrange the expressions according to their associations. You can also search for
additional expressions involving “color” in the dictionary and add those.

Positive Neutral Negative

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018
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8. In addition to the color expressions summarized in Question 2, there are a number of
other color expressions. For example, the color black (&4, 7}2) can be extended to
black intention (&2 2| ), black transaction (&2 7{2l}), because black is associated
with evil or bad. In pairs, try coming up with new color expressions, and cross-check
the expressions with others.

o
0X
~~
3
-
=]
=t

E_I
ot
~~
o

ofok

ol
1=
3 |of
I

Hr

oX | ofon

U

H—
ot

ol
ot
02

9. Metaphors in Discourse. Take a look at a recent issue of a Korean newspaper or
journal. Skim some of the stories and see whether metaphoric expressions with the
source “color” occur. Then write down the sentences in which the color metaphors
are used; you might want to record the surrounding context in which the metaphoric
expression is used also. Write down what you found. Do not forget to examine the
headlines. Compare your findings with others.

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018 11



Emotions

1. Which emotion do you associate with each quality? Draw a line to link each emotion
and quality.

HAPPINESS UpP
ANGER DARKNESS
LOVE FIRE
SADNESS PLANT

2. Which emotion is associated with each expression in Korean?

1) ¥=20|zO|DCH
2) SsELETIR
3) Hogs (
49 BHOlOIETH
5) meoleart

e N N N

3. Read the following expressions and match them with the appropriate corresponding
conceptual metaphor.

Love Metaphors

AH0| T oLt}
7tE0l E2 AR
XA
A0l S=EICtH
AFRHO| A STt
A0l ATt

Anger Metaphors

22 yoick
2ig op|ct
318 L}

312 712} ot3ick
812 CiA2ct

Metaphors in Korean |

LOVE IS A PLANT

LOVE IS A HOT OR COLD OBJECT

LOVE IS A FRUIT

LOVE IS AN OBJECT

LOVE IS AN INTOXICATING SUBSTANCE
LOVE IS A FLOWER

ANGER IS AN OBJECT THAT CAN BE UNTIED
ANGER IS AN OBJECT THAT SUBMERGES

ANGER IS AN ENEMY

ANGER IS AN ENTITY THAT CAN BE GOVERENED
CALMING ANGER IS DIGESTIVE PROCESS

CALPER Penn State 2018 12



Happiness Metaphors

7| AIC}Cf 213t 3
E0| $opA/Ct
220f| 20| mct

R

INTENSITY OF HAPPINESS IS DENSITY OF LIQUIDS
HAPPINESS IS A FLOWER THAT BLOOMS ON A FACE
HAPPINESS IS A TRANSFERRABLE OBJECT
HAPPINESS IS BRIGHTNESS

4. Read the following expressions and fill in the blanks that follow.

1) Ala&0A @=0] Tt

Associated emotion:

Conceptual metaphor:

2) =%+S0| EAM &0| et ete.

Associated emotion:

Conceptual metaphor:

3) = AZ0| 82l HetoflAf AFRELIC.

Associated emotion:

Conceptual metaphor:

4) 4= HA HFO= 00| EE0| SRIC

Associated emotion:

Conceptual metaphor:

5) s H|ZA ZF0HARSL| SIS €A EIUCt

Associated emotion:

Conceptual metaphor:

5. Choose the metaphoric expression that is NOT appropriate for the blank.

1) Of# 7|0 Zet=S LA oM A=

A)
B) W=0|E=EA

C) =0 20| T
D) =S =FA M0

ot== L= 7|20|0f

2) MM GARISLE = Wofch ety

A) AHZO| H=ELCh
B) A0l Lt

C) Aol gLt

D) AMRS 7F2tRtElLICt

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018
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3) Yol L= MU= YesHFA| Ok 2t} EA| T

s
A) == 7HetARCE

B) ohS CRAIC

C) == 0[7|A =t

D) 31 AIiCt

6. Read the short passage below and choose the most appropriate expression for the

blank.
1) Z2SStu UjFE| et 20| CHEHE ZIst 217271 UACE LI 1 2= ME RE= A0|
AR D DEH|US VA SRAMAJCE T30 o= ' T 2177 LA == Ye{2t0|=
HEEEUn L=

2)

3)

A) &P7a10| 3tct
B) 312 =

C) 7I£0] 2%t
D) HI&7|E it

T AFFA| E 0|2 LH 270] SM = HY0. I L0 Y H=0] £ HA|
Aol T3 AZIoHH A0 S22l L off OfFA E 7477f?

2ol 7|SOIAE OFHR|7} SOI7RA| L, 22| 7HE2 B 5 A2 S50 A A] of|ofLt2 2
ZoUCh S E LIES ERAIT, ZoRA7L 22| 7150A 2 0l= 22| Hoil= i RS20
OfRCh ZORAPt 22| 7tFele8Ss

A) HYA|IF FAUCH
B) 2|23 9lct
C) ShEH| & Fuct
D) Zx5pl 3 2%ct

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018
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7. Metaphors in Discourse. Take a look at a recent issue of a Korean newspaper or
journal. Skim some of the stories and see whether metaphoric expressions with
the source “emotion” occur. Then write down the sentences in which the emotion
metaphors are used; you might want to record the surrounding context in which the
metaphoric expression is used also. Write down what you found. Do not forget to
examine the headlines. Compare your findings with others.

8. Write a brief story in Korean using any words, phrases, and expressions introduced in
Questions 1-7. Try to include five Korean conceptual metaphors about emotion.

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018 15



Sports

1. Work with a partner. Try coming up with English and Korean expressions associated
with each sport items provided below. Are there any differences or similarities
between the two languages? Discuss your answers with your partner.

English Korean

soccer quarterback Z20| Selsict

archery

diving

martial
art

running

2. Take a look at the Korean expressions below. Assign each one to the sport from which
it originates.

gz Bl =2

1) ¥=5SME=CE

2) EEE7

3) HSStct

4) s st

5) HE= H2[5Ht
6) AIIS M 2,
7) &2

AN/
e e e N N N

3. Fill in the blanks in the sentences using the vocabulary below.

1) OIFA 2USAH HHO| GO, 4 3102

2) O|ZAl=otfe| 233t sHk EO|LI2A| gL

3) FBAS| ==oliA O] FlAt| SORt=EH BE=2 _ (ODEkM 2L
4) A TARFE7[7EOf 2 (O[)OF

5) ASAECZE0 ____ SHCHHEAP?

6) MESAltSLYR==A YU s eESA_ FO|Ch

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018 16



4. You are having a short conversation with your friend. Choose the most appropriate
reply for the conversation.

o

1) Your friend: O]t A[R0fl= Y& 2|43 LI, A o= ASA| AYEHM &2 2 A0

You:

A)  AI9IE it HAO| L7 2 0{H{ 2.
B) LSCH|Z5lm YLt

C) ustrto= 3HA% 4 912 7{oF.
D) it ZgtMo| et

2) Your friend: T|Z3{Af = X Z0h)  O|A| 2 W 27 AlZH0| L.

You:

A) O|A| BtetdZ SUFLE
B) L3 AFEO|E HHE E{Z|5H £{0.
C) EC|of ECt2|7|7t ELt 7t=+~Lt
D) =52 WE=ZO|LE
3) Your friend: 02} OHHFC| O|740| {2 &2l = AIO|E SAHSt2t HF AE0].

You:

A) U ofAH0| HZE 7OF.

B) 2oAo| == EEH ofuy?

C) DR AMES FC L &t

D) = AlO| ZEt7|st=2t Y& &St

5. In the following passage, your friend is telling you a story about her exam. Choose one
awkward expression.

oA 45| A SHE 5t A0, =8t 24| SHLE7HYE 0 /A LA S (A) NES =,
SHAIZES OE R A 2= 20 ZHS| I Al ZAI7E AR LS AHet 2 O HAHE. BHE &
Floll= (B) =Lt HiA HEZ $A|. 2F 0 P'é. | =5t A= R, ZMI LH 0l &0] (C) HSHA
FOF Al Z1h= (D) HSHIO|R|TH 0|4 & 4= UM HE 7 (b,

D
L

6. Identify the metaphor in each sentence and explain the meaning of the sentence.

1) = dHe Az HAEES7 1t &A= MES ot ASLICH

2) dotato] SofetM 22| 8 2917171 Y JOIOF.

3) FR9| FA|A A 0| At 2| S HRELY.

4) 'gARIF7L Y48 ot HEFO| 0| M == A 20t

5) FZ|AOIATL Q7| X0 BRI AT{EE LHA THA|E Z'& 7O}

6) YLHASO EHS Qe =FHVIE AL

7) Y S22} O|A| A= BEE B R[5t EIZH.

8) Ol ZA2| 5= ME2= EEO0|FLE

9) & 30| ol ¥4 Yot= A W20l Al& SChE|7|E ot U0A] L& m=aH.
10) Of 2A|= 00| A|%|S ' 2HafO[L|7} 2 2IsH ZAL A& GiCt

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018 17



7. Metaphors in Discourse. Take a look at a recent issue of a Korean newspaper or
journal. Skim some of the stories and see whether metaphoric expressions with the
source “sports” occur. Then write down the sentences in which the sports metaphors
are used; you might want to record the surrounding context in which the metaphoric
expression is used also. Write down what you found. Do not forget to examine the
headlines. Compare your findings with others.

Metaphors in Korean | CALPER Penn State 2018 18
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